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Emmanuel Kofi Ackom, PhD
Senior Scientist, UNEP DTU Partnership, Technical University Denmark (DTU) - Present
Manager, Global Network on Energy for Sustainable Development, GNESD (2010-15)
Denmark
emac@dtu.dk; emmanuel.kofi.ackom@gmail.com
Energy for Development (rural & peri-urban energy access), Energy and Climate Policy, Social Inclusion
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ At the UNEP DTU Partnership (UDP), I am a Senior Scientist working in Energy Access
and Low Carbon Development in developing countries. My primary responsibility is in
provision of leadership, managing, undertaking research and a practitioner in Energy for
Development through the Global Network on Energy for Sustainable Development
(www.gnesd.org). I am also involved in Low Carbon Development projects, such as Green
Climate Fund Readiness (http://www.gcfreadinessprogramme.org/our-partners),
Facilitating and Readiness for Mitigation (http://www.lowcarbondev-support.org/) and
Nationally Determined Contributions (http://www.indcsupport.org/)

§ What innovative strategies are there to facilitate increased energy access for the poor?

§ At the AE4H meeting, I plan to engage in brainstorming exercise with interested parties
on:

§ Building professional relationships

- ideas for new projects for developing into funding proposals;
- ideas that could build on earlier work done in GNESD which could result in
preparation of proposals for funding under the umbrella of AE4H;
- ideas for peer reviewed publications working with interested parties and making
use of GNESD (www.gnesd.org) results based on the several country reports and
complemented by other findings.
§ Sharing the experience from the GNESD Policy Dialogue Fora, as a structured
mechanism for getting research findings from 'lab' to policy (re)formulation in countries.
§ Working with AE4H Secretariat and AE4H members in building relationships and nurturing
them for continued engagement in activities of common interest within the vision of AE4H.

§ Project and research ideas and identified partners interested in working together to move
the ideas forward for funding
§ I am very interested in learning how to stimulate private sector interest in energy access for
humanity and how to keep them engaged.
§ To know more about the large global fellowship program for young talents in energy access
proposal that was submitted to the MacArthur Foundation’s 100 & Change competition.

Martin Baart
CEO
ecoligo GmbH
Accra, Ghana
martin.baart@ecoligo.com
Project Finance, Microgrid & Minigrid Expert, Business Modelling
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am an electrical engineer who switched sides some time ago and now work on the
business side of things.

§ A whole lot of insights from all other participants experience and hopefully some good
ideas on how to scale up future deployment of energy access projects.

§ I am driven by my goal to save the planet
§ I have 9 years of technical experience in the design of Microgrids and Minigrids. I’ve also
worked 5 years on the financial modelling of these and the business models to make such
systems work for operators, IPP’s, investors as well as energy customers.
§ There are a few major obstacles to be overcome:
§ Lack of standardisation of processes, technical design and
components/technologies
§ Lack of a full value chain from project development to operation – specifically in the
minigrid space
§ Quantifiable risk based on data to attract debt financing to minigrid projects
§ The major areas from which opportunities can be generated:
§ Big data analytics to better design and quantify minigrids
§ Cost reduction, specifically in everything but components
§ Digitalisation of processes

AbuBakr (Bakr) Bahaj
Professor of Sustainable Energy, Head of Energy and Climate Group
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University of Southampton
Southampton, UK
a.s.bahaj@soton.ac.uk
Research and development in energy, sustainable power generation, rural communities, minigrids

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am a seasoned academic and researcher in the provision of energy access for
development. Within the UK and internationally I have been passionate about the energy
access agenda and has been instrumental in getting the UK government and the research
councils to consider this area as important, not only for the UK’s international standing but
also for its development programme.
§ As the renewable energy lead within the University of Southampton (UoS), I have initiated
energy research within the University and created multiple energy research themes within
the Sustainable Energy Research Group domain (SERG, www.energy.soton.ac.uk) which
I established in1990. SERG has an overarching research platform addressing sustainable
power generation, energy consumption and their impact on society and the environment.
For the purpose of this meeting, my focus and input is on providing insights on energy
access especially in rural communities in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA).
§ I have also established the UoS’s Energy for Development programme (e4D,
www.energyfordevelopment.net) which to date has implemented 6 electrical mini grids in
Africa. This programme has already demonstrated appropriate ways of providing energy
access and what benefits can be gained from such interventions in rural communities in
terms of health, education, business, entrepreneurship and growth.
§ I believe that this meeting will be crucial in contributing to energy access. My view is that
we should be more proactive in this field rather than just being research orientated. A
greater focus on practical interventions than publications to help those who need energy
access. I hope that we can find a way forward to agree to targets that are tangible, realistic
and actually help the development of the poor in rural communities.

This will depend on the participants and the programme, so I hope for the following:
§ To understand the perception of colleagues in the energy access field and contribute to the
debate on collaborative opportunities to achieve this.
§ A feedback on our work in the field on energy access from participants.
§ A view on how we can realistically achieve the sustainable energy for all targets without
further impoverishment of those needy of energy access.
§ An agreed way forward to link stakeholders in the energy access field and a programme to
influence global players in the field.
§ An agreed set of future meetings to take the established agenda forward.
My hope is that we can initiate activities that are fit for purpose and quantifiable – so that we
have revisit these at the next meeting:

Philipp Blechinger, Ph.D.
Team Head Off-Grid Systems
Reiner Lemoine Institute (RLI)
Berlin, Germany
philipp.blechinger@rl-institut.de
Energy Access, hybrid minigrids, modelling and planning, off-grid systems, rural electrification
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ Currently I am heading the Off-Grid Systems research unit which I initiated at the RLI.
Looking at universal access to energy as one of the most important global challenges I
believe that local and international experts have to work together to master this challenge.
Thus, I am motivated by the opportunity to contribute to achieving SDG7 as both
researcher and consultant
§ My international project experience includes rural electrification planning in Nigeria
(EU/GIZ) and the Philippines (EUAid) and hybridization projects in the Cook Islands
(ADB), in Bangladesh (ADB) and in the Caribbean (IRENA/UNEP).
§ PhD in Engineering from TU Berlin and published more than 35 journal and conference
contributions https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Philipp_Blechinger/contributions
§ Fun fact: I am founder and organizer of the Berlin off-grid roundtable with 100+ members
§ Major challenges for energy access: The conventional way of grid expansion for rural
electrification fails in many countries, but new decentralized off-grid solutions are filling in
only slowly due to a lack of harmonized planning, policies, regulation frameworks and
financing.
§ Major areas of opportunity and innovation: Combining the “Energiewende” and
electrification bears the potential of applying smart technical solutions in decentral
systems which will later be needed in large central renewable systems. Additionally, new
business and operation models for energy supply will arise (e.g. utilities can become
superfluous).

§ I would like to share experiences and learn more about current research needs to support
energy access globally. This includes all kinds of research fields: technical, financial,
political and social. Especially, I would like to see best practice examples on inter- or
transdisciplinary projects.
§ And I am hoping to connect with motivated experts from both academia and the private
sector to form international collaborations for collaborative research projects and project
applications. This can also include exchange programs and internships.
§ This leads to the main objective of creating a sustainable network beyond the innovation
lab which will be crucial to creating successful project partnerships.
§ I often found research funding and agendas driven by national interests neglecting an
holistic view on global challenges. Thus, I would also like to learn about the opportunities of
influencing political programs and agendas towards more international research on energy
access. Thus, one output of this lab could be a list of claims for political support of
international research and collaborations towards energy access. Another one could be the
direct contact of any funding organization to kick-start a potential collaborative research
and innovation project.
§ I would be interested in specific projects including but not limited to rural electrification
planning, business models for off-grid electrification, and back-up power supply of weakgrids.

Benon Bena
Manager, Off-Grid Renewable Energy Development
Rural Electrification Agency
Kampala, Uganda
bena@rea.or.ug
Project Management, Off-Grid Renewable Energy, Mini-Grid, Rural Electrification
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ My primary role at the Rural Electrification Agency is to plan and oversee the development
of renewable energy resources for extending electricity services to remote rural
communities of Uganda. I am motivate by desire to enhancing the socio-economic status
of rural population through the provision of sustainable energy.

§ I would like to learn about new off-grid business models and innovative technologies aimed
at addressing constraints to scaling up energy access and I would like to connect with
institutions and individuals working those fields.

§ I have over 20 years experience in energy policy development, rural electrification
planning, and off-grid renewable project development and management. I have an
understanding of the energy situation in Africa and the measures needed to address the
situation.
§ The major challenges to scaling-up energy are insufficient policy framework that is
focused on support centralised electricity generation, transmission, distribution,
inadequate legal and regulatory framework and incentives schemes for decentralised
electricity generation and off-grid technologies. The high cost of energy storage, limited
technical capacity in the public and private sector in developing countries.
§ The major areas of opportunities are reduced cost of solar modules, wide mobile phone
network coverage, mobile money payment systems and infrastructure, and smart energy
metering technologies.

§ I believe the main objectives of the meeting should be to identify challenges, share
experience and explore opportunities for corroboration to address challenges of energy
access.
§ I am interested in working towards a project to address key challenges of providing
affordable electricity to remote communities.
§ The kinds of projects I can see myself collaborating on with others after the meeting are
project that introduce innovative technologies and funding mechanisms aimed at reducing
end-user electricity tariff, projects that enable productive use of electricity in remote areas
and enhance capacity building public and private sector players.

Claudio Canizares
Professor and Hydro One Endowed Chair
University of Waterloo, Dept. Electrical and Computer Engineering
Waterloo, Canada
ccanizar@uwaterloo.ca
Power systems analysis, control and planning, smart grids, remote communities, renewables.
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ My group has worked on various aspects of microgrids since 2010, focusing in isolated
and remote microgrids, given my interest in contributing to improve access to sustainable
and clean energy systems in remote, poor communities, particularly in Northern Canada.
This work has been funded by several government grants and companies, and has been
mainly carried out by 5 PhD students and 2 Postdocs under my direct supervision,
resulting in 18 published and recently submitted top-journal papers (2 invited), 2 IP
disclosures leading to actual commercial implementations, 7 international conference
papers, various technical reports, and a variety of invited presentations and keynote
speeches. I have chaired an IEEE Power & Energy Society (PES) Task Force (TF) in
Microgrid Control that resulted in an award-winning journal paper, and am currently
chairing a TF in Microgrid Stability Analysis and Modeling.
§ My group has world-renowned expertise on remote community microgrid control, planning,
simulation, modeling, and analysis, with particular emphasis on renewable generation
integration, especially in remote communities in Northern Ontario, Canada, and the
Canadian Arctic.
§ One of the main obstacles I see to improve energy access in remote communities is the
lack of business models and access to capital to develop new or improve existing energy
systems, as well as the lack of technical expertise in the communities to make these
systems sustainable.
§ Given the current state of technical development and reduced costs of renewable energy
systems, I strongly believe that the development and improvement of sustainable and
clean energy systems are now more feasible than ever, but the aforementioned economic
and social issues need to be properly addressed to make these systems a reality.

§ I would like to learn more about existing and proposed technical, economic, political, and
social approaches to develop and improve new and existing energy systems in remote
communities throughout the world, and connect with colleagues working on these issues.
§ The main objectives of the meeting for me should be: learn from experts about their work in
different aspects of energy access; establish contacts with colleagues working in this field;
develop and establish collaborative strategies to fund studies and deployments of
sustainable and clean energy systems in remote communities.
§ I will contribute with my technical and economic know-how of energy systems in remote
communities, as well as with discuss funding strategies I’m familiar with to fund this work,
to help accomplish the aforementioned objectives..
§ I am particularly interested in contributing my expertise and participating in the actual
deployment of energy systems in remote communities anywhere in the world.

Juan Pablo Carvallo
Ph.D. Candidate – Energy and Resources Group
University of California
Berkeley, USA
carvallo@berkeley.edu
modeling, rural electrification, economics, energy policy
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ My research aims to solve the problem of how to sequence and pace different
electrification strategies to improve access to these resources in SubSaharan
African countries. More specifically, my modeling work is challenging the idea of
mutually exclusive on and off grid electrification strategies to pursue grid
integrated bi-directional flow microgrids that include both utility scale as well as
distributed renewable energy and storage.

§ My main take away would be opinions, thoughts, ideas, suggestions, and questions around
the GAP model results that I will share. I really look forward to open a conversation about
the potential of emerging economies to address electrification challenges in a completely
different way than wealthier countries did.

§ My main contribution to this meeting will be sharing the concept and results of
the novel GAP model, developed as part of my dissertation at the Energy and
Resources Group at UC Berkeley. I hope to convey the importance of holistically
analyzing electrification problems – including demand forecasting – and
communicate these results to a broader audience.
§ My experience includes an appointment at Lawrence Berkeley National
Laboratory, a U.S. Department of Energy research lab in which I develop
empirical analysis and research for U.S. energy policy. From this space I bring
the rigor of analytical methods to produce actionable results for policy makers
and an ability to design, conduct, and lead teams of researchers working on
issues such as energy efficiency, load forecasting, and resource planning.

§ I am very interested in learning how to make my work more meaningful and applied by
learning from the practitioners, governmental officials, researchers, scholars, and all the
other stakeholders in the room. I will be open to understanding their perspectives to help
me enhance the way I produce research and communicate my results.
§ I would like to make connections and kick start collaborations with people interested in
using our model and more broadly interested in exploring similar questions. I hope to build
relationships that lead to share data, results, and outcomes and that hopefully these
relationships last.

Ilan Chabay
Head, Strategic Research Initiatives and Fellowships;
Chair, Knowledge, Learning, and Societal Change Alliance
Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies
Potsdam, Germany
ilan.chabay@iass-potsdam.de
Collective behaviour change, sustainable futures, transdisciplinary research, models and narratives
What I bring to the meeting…
• I am Head of Strategic Research Initiatives and International Fellowship Programs and
Chair of the KLASICA international knowledge, learning, and societal change research
alliance (www.KLASICA.org) at the Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies in
Potsdam, Germany (iass-potsdam.de), where I have been since 2012. The mission of the
KLASICA alliance is to identify and understand conditions under which collective
behaviour change (CBC) toward just and equitable sustainable futures occurs or fails to
occur. This includes those at different spatial and temporal scales, and contexts and to
use that understanding to advance solutions and catalyse actions on pathways to
sustainable futures.
• I have authored or co-authored 60 peer-reviewed articles in major journals in both social
science and natural science. My careers started with a Ph.D. and ten years of basic
research in chemical physics, twenty years founding and running a company designing
science exhibitions for over 200 museums, and the past 16 years focused on social
science and transdisciplinary research on pathways toward sustainable futures.
§ The major challenges and obstacles to scaling in the energy access sector that most
directly concern me in my work are understanding and responding constructively to the
positive and negative narratives of identity, or worldviews that shape individual and
community responses to change. This includes changing access to and use of energy.
§ Expanding learning opportunities offer two important routes toward implementing
innovation. One is education for jobs in building and maintaining energy systems
appropriate to the local context. The second is life-long learning to help citizens of all ages
to see how their lives can be enhanced by innovation appropriate to their context.

What I would like to take away from the meeting…
§ I am especially interested in learning from case studies of successful or unsuccessful
transitions in communities in adapting to and incorporating energy-related innovations.
§ I would like to work with colleagues in collecting examples of efforts to initiate and scale
up energy solutions in diverse contexts and extract some similar and differentiating
features from those examples.
§ I could collaborate with individuals and groups to consider the cases of energy access
innovation from the perspective and framework of KLASICA and collective behavior
change.

Toby D. Couture
Founder and Director
E3 Analytics
Berlin, Germany
toby@e3analytics.eu
Finance, policy, new business models
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ Canadian living in Berlin running an independent consultancy/think tank focused on
energy policy, access, and finance

§ More about innovations in financing energy access, new business models
§ More about innovative solutions to scale-up local currency financing

§ Over a decade of experience in the energy access sector in policy, strategy, new business
models, as well as economic and financial analysis. Advised government policymakers in
over 40 countries worldwide
§ Author of several international reports on renewable energy policy, off-grid electrification,
clean cooking, and finance
§ Major obstacles to scaling in the energy access sector:
§ Lack of reliable access to working capital for SMEs, including better lending
conditions for distributor and retailer finance
§ Lack of sufficient access to mobile money in many markets
§ Lack of sufficient local currency loans and products
§ Major areas of opportunity and innovation:
§ We need 1-2 Billion of catalytic, loss-absorbing capital to crowd in international
finance to the +50 countries worldwide with large energy access gaps
§ Better analytics and consumer credit scoring to improve flow of consumer finance
§ Local currency loans (or loan facilities) for energy access companies
§ Standardization and eventual securitization of SHS PAYG (Rent-to-own) loans

§ The key objectives of the meeting should center around the need for more local currency
financing and consumer loans to enable energy access at all Tiers, including in remote and
rural areas for the lowest income customers
§ New vehicles and partnerships to scale-up finance, and crowd in international capital
§ Open to all forms of partnerships to expand energy access, specifically with a focus in SSA

Soma Dutta
Programme Coordinator, Women’s Economic Empowerment Programme
ENERGIA
The Hague, Netherlands
somadutta2010@gmail.com Address
Energy access, small energy enterprises, entrepreneurs, women empowerment
What I bring to the meeting…
§ I have been working on energy access issues for many years, some with implementation
organisations, and on research/ analysis and documentation.
§ Am currently leading ENERGIA’s Scaling up Energy Access through Women’s
Economic Empowerment (WE) programme, which, through its partner organizations in
Africa and Asia, supports 4000 women’s micro and small energy enterprises, building
their capacities through business development training and technical assistance. The
programme has, so far, provided clean energy services to 1.78 million people in hard-toreach areas.
§ Engaging with entrepreneurs and people who are benefitting (and not) from my projects,
directly and indirectly. Women will tell me that they are able to pay for the children’s
school fee from their energy businesses, etc.
§ I was the lead consultant for the UNDP initiative on “A review of good practices and
lessons learned from Asia and the Pacific in expanding energy service to the poor”,
including leading a collaborative review of seventeen energy access programmes in
Asia, the Pacific, and a comparative assessment. The UNDP Regional Centre in
Bangkok, findings published as UN publications: “Towards an ‘Energy Plus’ approach
for the poor: A review of good practices and lessons learned from Asia and the Pacific”,
“Towards an ‘Energy Plus’ approach for the poor: An Agenda For Action for Asia and the
Pacific” and 17 case studies, available at http://www.asiapacific.undp.org/content/rbap/en/home/library/climate-and-disaster-resilience/energyplus/towards-energy-plus-approach-for-the-poor/
§ Connecting the last mile at this point is the most difficult challenge. Women led business
models is one approach that offers potential..

What I would like to take away from the meeting…
§ I would like to connect with new people, new business models and new approaches to
reaching the last mile in energy access. In particular, how the private sector thinks this
issue can be tackled.
§ Would also like to engage with academia who can look at my work through a new lens.
§ While it would be great to develop/ incubate a few new ideas, I would also like an honest
assessment of the kind of work each of us is doing. In terms of impacts, but also in terms
of cost-benefit/ the value addition.
§ Since this is a rich amalgamation of experiences, it would also be good to think of some
concrete output (brief, crisp publication/ blogs) in the near future and most importantly, a
platform for people to keep the engagement alive.

Mohamed M. Elkadragy
Scientist, Renewable Energy
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)
Karlsruhe, Germany
Mohamed.Elkadragy@kit.edu
Energy systems Techno-economic analysis & policy, off-grid HRES, Energy Storage, Science
Communication, social participation
What I bring to the meeting…
§ Professional side:
§ Young Scientist with industrial professional experience on multi-national level.
§ B.Sc. In electrical engineering and M.Sc.-Eng. In renewable energy.
§ Personal side:
§ Born in Egypt and currently living in Germany.
§ Initiator, proactive and an idea plant (According to Belbin team roles assessment).
§ Small family with 2 children.
§ Social side:
§ Social entrepreneurship experiences in founding and participating in many NGO’s
(example: ESS) and local and international events (example: TEDxKIT).
§ My main motivation is to participate in solving the energy access global challenge
through utilizing the level of which knowledge have been reached already in the field.
§With the hands-on experiences I gained during my career on multi-national level,
economic and policy exposure, and the R&D practical knowledge in the field of renewable
energy systems. I believe that I can play the role between basic R&D and what is really
needed on ground to overcome the energy access challenge.
§ My philosophy is: a generic global solution for energy access scaling is not realistic from
my point of view. Social, economic and local related aspects must be considered for
creating a sustainable energy solution.

What I would like to take away from the meeting…
§ Building reliable connections is my top priority during the meeting. My target stakeholders
are start-ups, individuals or researchers working on ground and have already gathered
experience specially in developing countries.
§ Such opportunity to gather all these amount of key persons during such meeting, who are
sharing the same objective must be utilized in creating solid outcomes and practical
proposed solutions by the end of the meeting period, as:
§ Established cooperative projects between research and companies working on
ground.
§ Getting the right access on potential areas of work, specially through NGO’s
participating on daily challenges in such areas.
§ Exchanging opinions in a constructive way, in order to clarify clearly the main
energy access challenges and being able to create a summarized list of actions
with clear priorities.
§ The interest I have is for participating in the challenges analysis, and propose a systematic
structured way to approach each individual challenge. I believe to be able to come up with
a practical applied proposal, researchers, NGO’s and industrial partners must participate in
such project. From my point of view, the prosed action has to be short-term based using
the state-of-the-art technologies or proposing simplified and robust technological changes,
which must fulfil two essential criteria: 1) economical feasibility without the need of
subsidies, 2) social acceptance and capacity building ability. I am expecting that
technology, Economic, Policy and social aspects all will be considered and bonded
together along the meeting period.

Davi Ezequiel François
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PhD Student
Institute for Technology Assessment and Systems Analysis, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
Karlsruhe, Germany
davi.francois@partner.kit.edu
Energy-poverty nexus; rural development, poverty reduction, decentralized energy systems

What I bring to the meeting…
§ I am from Brazil and currently I am conducting my PhD studies at the Institute for
Technology Assessment and Systems Analysis (ITAS), Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences. In my research, I am analyzing conditions such as renewable energies, in form
of electricity and means of cooking, can contribute to reduce poverty in rural areas. As a
case study, I am working with rural areas of the Brazilian state of Ceará.
§ The main expertise I have refers to the energy-poverty nexus in rural areas. For me,
understanding energy as a vector for poverty reduction means much more than providing
modern energy services to poor people, and requires a broad comprehension of the
dynamics of rural areas in relation to energy and poverty. I have experience in
participatory approaches, Cross-Impact Balance Analysis (CIB) and decentralized energy
systems. I also have a background in electrical engineering (Brazil).
§ For me the main challenges for energy access can be divided in macro and micro levels.
From the macro level we lack adequate energy policies (good governance) not only to
provide energy access to the poor, but also to ensure that poor people are able to take
advantage of the energy, as soon as it is available and to move out of poverty. From the
micro level, we lack efforts to support people with contextualized education, which is
essential to critical thinking inside a determined context (e.g. the energy-poverty nexus).
§ As major areas of opportunities and innovation in energy access, I believe that we should
approach the matter not as an isolated and final objective, but as a small (but important)
piece of the big puzzle for sustainable development. The opportunity and innovation rely
on integrative approaches, linking knowledge and actors towards sustainable
development.

What I would like to take away from the meeting…
§ I would appreciate to learn more and be in contact with participants in the meeting who
deal with energy access/use in the context of rural sustainable development.
§ I believe that the participants should use the meeting as an unique opportunity to join
efforts and start collaborative projects. Thus, a main objective of the meeting could be the
promotion of an environment to foster new partnerships among the participants.
§ My supervisor, Dr. Witold-Roger Poganietz (who will also participate in the meeting), and I
are interested in using the meeting as a starting point to new international partnerships.
§ My supervisor and I are looking forward to collaborative work in the context of energy and
sustainable development applied to rural areas of Latin America. In our institute, ITAS, we
have expertise on assessing the impact that technologies can have on societies and viceversa, in multidimensions. At ITAS, we have expertise in the construction, assessment and
impact of energy scenarios, sustainable development, life-cycle assessment and material
flow analysis. In addition, we have experts from Latin America that can facilitate our
integration in projects in Latin American countries. Through our research in Brazil we know
that the provision of modern energy services in rural communities should be dealt with as a
starting point (and not final objective) for sustainable development. Our results point out the
importance of good governance and contextualized education. The former ensurse that the
World’s poor will have access to adequate energy and are able to profit from it to move out
of poverty. The latter will foster critical thinking in rural communities to use energy as a
vector for reduce poverty. Thus, our expertise and research results can provide useful
insights for further projects in similar conditions.

Kerstin Fritzsche
Senior Research Associate
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Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS)
Potsdam, Germany
kerstin.fritzsche@iass-potsdam.de
ICTs & development, digitalisation & innovation in the energy sector, sustainable development

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

▪ I am a researcher at the IASS looking at the potentials and challenges of new information
and communication technologies (ICTs) for sustainable and low-carbon development in
countries of the Global South. Access to clean and affordable energy is key in this regard,
therefore one of the topics I focus on is how ICTs and digital innovations affect the
implementation of renewable energy systems and the provision of sustainable energy
especially in rural areas.

▪ I am looking forward to learning more about innovative, inclusive and sustainable
approaches and technologies for scaling energy access. I would like to connect with people
who are involved in the implementation of concrete renewable energy/energy access
projects and/or who are researching the socio-economic effects of such projects.

▪ I have a background in political science and Middle Eastern Studies. Prior to my time at
the IASS, I have been working on sustainable development, renewable energies, climate
change vulnerability and adaptation in particular in the countries of the Middle East and
North Africa as well as in Sub-Saharan Africa.
▪ Lack of coherent policies and political will, insufficient capacities of relevant institutions as
well as the lack of an enabling environment for innovation, start-ups and business
development in the energy sector are some of the many challenges for scaling energy
access.
▪ Digital innovations in the energy access sector could foster the integration of renewable
energies, provide new opportunities for “prosumers” and allow for new business models in
the energy sector – if not even being disruptive to current business models. However, this
comes along with many open questions and challenges, e.g. with regard to inclusiveness,
data security, access to technologies etc.

▪ In my view, one of the central objectives of this meeting is to exchange knowledge and
ideas and to build a sound and vivid network of people striving to better understand and
contribute to sustainable energy access for all.
▪ I am particularly interested in further exploring the potential role of ICTs and digital
applications in scaling energy access as well as the enabling environments needed for
innovative business models and energy start-ups in developing countries.
▪ After the meeting, I would like to collaborate with other participants in projects assessing
frameworks for the implementation of strategies and approaches for scaling energy access
as well as exploring the implications of different technologies and ICT-based services
applied in the process.

Thomas Gottschalk
CEO
Mobisol Group
Berlin, Germany
thomas.gottschalk@plugintheworld.com
Solar home and business systems, innovative solar service & maintenance models, rural electrification
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

• I am the founder and CEO of Mobisol Group, a Germany-based company combining solar
energy with innovative mobile technology and microcredit to provide high-quality solar
systems to households and businesses in emerging economies. I hold university degree in
renewable energy engineering and am one of the co-founders of the think tank Energiewende.

§ As we are aiming to join hands with other drivers towards universal energy access, I
hope to connect with other actors working in the field of solar electrification in
developing countries, e.g. potential product and distribution partnerships, financiers,
academic research initiatives or governmental and international community actors.

§ Within 5 years, I grew a team to over a thousand people working on 3 continents - raising
Mobisol from a startup to a strong and well-respected brand in East Africa. Mobisol engineers,
develops and delivers solar home and business systems, appliances and services for rural
households and economies. As Africa’s leading rent-to-own solar provider by capacity
installed, we currently enable over a 400,000 individuals in Rwanda, Tanzania and Kenya to
benefit from a clean, affordable energy alternative to fossil fuels.

§ To me, the most interesting aspect of energy access is how we can avoid for emerging
economies of the Global South to replicate the mistakes of industrialized nations –
utilizing unhealthy and environmentally damaging fossil fuels to expand their access to
energy. The fossil fuel energy paradigm is ecologically suicidal, expensive – and it
does not deliver electricity to the world’s poor.

§ At Mobisol, we know that the “traditional” solution to the energy crisis in Sub-Saharan nations
- to build on-grid infrastructures - is very expensive, slow to implement, logistically difficult and
is not adapted to households’ low energy consumption. And after all that, the power still needs
to be generated.
§ In comparison, off-grid solar is significantly cheaper, fast, flexible and adapted to low
consumption patterns. We believe that electrification is more than just a few lights and thus we
offer larger systems from 80-200Wp that can electrify entire households and run small
businesses. To ensure sustainable electrification, we offer a full service package including
free installation and maintenance and remote monitoring as well a range of ultra-efficient DC
appliances.

§ I would like to take from the meeting how to even better cooperate to reach the mutual
goal of universal energy access worldwide – while ensuring full sustainability, the
provision of high-quality products and services and combatting climate change.
§ As innovation and the piloting of new ideas in the field of off-grid solar energy access
and sustainability are at the heart of what we do, I am additionally always looking for
innovators and professionals to join our team and vision - and work with us to optimize
our energy access solutions.

Bissan Ghaddar
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Assistant Professor, Data Analytics and Operations Research
University of Waterloo
Waterloo, Canada
bghaddar@uwaterloo.ca
Smart cities applications, large-scale data-driven optimization

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ My research interests are in the field of large-scale data-driven optimization with emphasis
on modeling and solving optimization problems that arise in water, energy, and
transportation networks. Such sophisticated models often capture the complexity of the
real-world problem but give rise to large-scale difficult optimization problems.

§ I am interested in learning more about the current and most critical problems facing the
communities in need of access to energy. In addition, I would be interested in knowing the
most up-to-date technology that is currently being developed to address such problems.

§ I worked on various projects for optimizing energy networks. One example is related to the
optimal power flow problem which optimizes the operating levels for electric power plants
in order to meet demands given throughout a transmission network.
§ I published several articles on energy network problems:
http://www.eng.uwaterloo.ca/~bghaddar/ and I contributed to a wiki on optimization for
various energy problems: https://info.zib.de/confluence/display/COSTTD1207/Main
§ Prior to joining the University of Waterloo, I worked at IBM Research on problems at the
intersection of smart cities, data analytics, IoT and mathematical modeling and
optimization for large-scale problems. From 2011–2012, I worked at the Centre for
Operational Research and Analysis at the Department of National Defence Canada on
developing new models and solution approaches for the integrated repair network
planning and spare parts inventory management problems.
§ An area of major opportunity in the energy access sector is to utilize emerging
technologies and analytics to develop a holistic framework to integrate and operate energy
storage and renewable energy in communities for need.

§ In my opinion, the objective of this meeting is to collaborate, network, and interact with
people with various academic and industrial expertise and utilize this diversified knowledge
to obtain a concrete plan for addressing and solving the main challenges of energy access.
The broader impacts of the meeting also include setting the agenda in different areas
related to technology infrastructure, data analytics, control and optimization, and new
market and business models for the different stakeholders. I am interested in various
energy topics from decentralized generation to energy services and working towards the
development of “smart” solutions that will facilitate communication and the optimization of
energy consumption in buildings and public spaces, transportation, decentralized
generation and electricity storage.
§ I am interested in working toward formulating concrete problems to collaborate on in the
coming years with academia and the industry for energy access. Such problems include:
energy storage size and location, scheduling energy storage charge and discharge with
renewable uncertainty, resource allocation and maintenance, among others.

Daniel M. Kammen
Professor and Founder Director of Renewable and Appropriate Energy Laboratory
University of California, Berkeley
Berkeley, CA
kammen@berkeley.edu
Sustainable Energy, Energy Access, On-grid and Off-grid energy services in Africa, SE Asia, C. America
What I bring to the meeting…
§ I am a professor with a large, interdisciplinary research laboratory, “the Renewable and
Appropriate Energy Laboratory” that works on both on-grid and off-grid energy services. I
served as the first Chief Technical Specialist at the World Bank for Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency.
§ I currently serve as Science Envoy for the U. S. State Department, and work closely with
institutional and individual colleagues in each reach of RAEL (http://rael.berkeley.edu)
activity, and most closely with groups in Malaysian Borneo, on the Mekong, and in East
Africa and in Central America. These regional efforts are each described on the ‘projects’
webpages on the RAEL website.
§ I am very concerned about developing tools so that nations and regions can integrate
utility-scale and off-grid (energy access) objectives, and finding ways to explore the
engineering function and economic viability of micro-grids.
§ We are also active in exploring alternatives to large-scale hydropower where it is not
sustainable, and work with both NGO and academic colleagues on strategies to link
energy access goals, analytic tools, and goals for gender and ethnic equity.
§ My team at RAEL and I have developed a modeling package, SWITCH, that we use to
model the evolution of the utility-scale energy system in the US, Chile, China, Kenya,
Nicaragua, and Mexico (http://rael.berkeley.edu/project/SWITCH), and at the meeting will
release a mini-grid model, GAP to extend into the off-grid planning space.

What I would like to take away from the meeting…
§ What I want to learn more about and who I want to connect with:
§ I am very interested to work with researchers and practitioners who are interested
and/or able to instrument off-grid and mini-grid systems.
§ What are the new financial instruments that are being tried to build the sustainable
investment in the energy access sector.
§ What I believe the main objectives of the meeting should be:
§ Data and method sharing
§ Coordinating on-grid and off-grid energy access incentives, policies, and enabling
legislation(s)
§ What I am interested in working towards as outputs by the end of the meeting?
§ A new strategy of how to meet the universal access goal earlier than the current
2030 ‘’objective’
§ Making Sustainable Development Goal #7 operational for community groups, and
governments
§ What kinds of projects I can see myself collaborating on with others after the
meeting?
• Our hope is to support local and regional decarbonization efforts (e.g. with the East
African Power Pool, across the Mekong Region, etc. …) and to link with both private
sector and the energy policy sector in a number of the nations listed above.

Chris Kanani
Rural Electrification Researcher
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University of Southampton
Southampton, UK
c.kanani@soton.ac.uk
Academic research, off-grid PV mini-grids, GIS mapping, field deployment

What I bring to the meeting…
§ I am a researcher for the Sustainable Energy Research Group (SERG) at the University of
Southampton (UoS). My research has been centred on providing energy access to rural
communities in Sub-Saharan Africa through solar based mini-grids, which has been
facilitated under SERG’s Energy for Development (e4D) programme. Being involved on
the ground in energy access projects and seeing first hand the benefits that electricity
brings to communities has been my main motivation. The e4D programme is a prime
example having demonstrated such benefits to health, education and business.
§ I have been actively involved in the design, installation and deployment of 6 solar minigrids across Kenya (3), Uganda (2) and Cameroon (1) (www.energyfordevelopment.net) .
Further to this I have also been involved in several other mini-grid designs across the
continent. I am well versed in GIS mapping, load profile analysis, Homer designs, mini-grid
project management and evaluation. I have spent a lot of my time on the ground in remote
villages installing projects and measuring impact and performance first hand.
§ I believe the main challenge faced in scaling energy access projects is demonstrating a
sustainable business model that encourages investment into the private sector market,
which will enable rapid future growth.
§ However, the energy access sector holds future opportunity as off-grid energy becomes
more financially viable and further accelerates the preferred move to decentralised energy
solutions, which have the benefit of increased reliability, community opportunity and
accessibility.

What I would like to take away from the meeting…
§ I would be keen to learn more about the different ways my colleagues have utilised
productive use in their energy projects and what impact this has had on their business
models. I would also be interested in talking with different market players about their
approaches including private and public methods, and a combination of the two!
§ I think the meeting outputs should encompass a collection of best practice solutions from
academia, industry and public sector. I am especially interested in more efficient end use
appliances (e.g. lower powered single phase welding appliances) and how these can be
incorporated into energy access projects where the up-front capital cost if often a
prohibiting factor. I also think the meeting needs to ensure the rural poor are put at the
heart of the discussion and how they can truly benefit from these projects, which are
sometimes costly in reality.
§ I can see myself collaborating with other market players at the meeting in terms of sharing
on the ground experience and lessons from the field, including typical problems during
operation and management, hoping to gain a further understanding off other management
models that have been adopted.

Mehrdad Kazerani
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Professor, Department of Electrical & Computer Engineering
University of Waterloo
Waterloo, Canada
mkazerani@uwaterloo.ca
Power Electronics, renewable energy, energy storage, electric/hybrid electric vehicle, microgrids

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ My primary roles at the University of Waterloo are: (i) teaching power electronics and (ii)
experimental research in power electronic systems, especially microgrids, renewable
energy resources interfacing, energy storage systems and electrified powertrains.
§ I am motivated to solve the technical challenges hindering global access to sustainable
energy, with socio-economical factors in mind.

§ I want to learn more about the meeting participants: why they are interested in the mandate
of AE4H, their past experience, what they know about the geographical areas and people in
greatest need for energy access, and what they think the starting point should be.

§ I have 30 years of experience in analysis, design and implementation of power electronic
systems. Recently, I have been involved in projects addressing planning, control and
management of isolated microgrids for off-grid remote communities in northern Canada.
§ The major challenges and obstacles facing global energy access, in my opinion, are: (i)
lack of genuine care for well-being of others, (ii) lack of resources, (iii) lack of awareness
and acceptance for change, (iv) conflicts and wars, (v) diversified and uncoordinated
efforts due to lack of efficient governance, (vi) lack of a long-term plan backed by
authoritative policies, and (vii) lack of cost-efficient solutions appropriate for points of use.
§ The major areas of opportunity and innovation in the energy access sector, in my opinion,
are: (i) depending on local resources, expertise and commitments, (ii) developing
organically-growing energy systems based on simple and maintenance-free technologies,
having participation incentives in mind, and (iii) developing cost-effective energy storage
solutions for integration of renewables based on second-life EV batteries.

§ Due to my background, I would like to connect with people (i) people with deep and broad
knowledge of the real needs, (ii) people with technical expertise in developing the required
technologies, and (iii) people who know how to facilitate the process.
§ I believe the main objectives of the meeting should be: (i) identifying the real needs, (ii)
identifying the expertise of individual interested parties and potential synergies, (iii)
matching the existing expertise with the real needs, and (iv) working on plans to organize
small groups with focus on delivering solutions according to a reasonable timeline.
§ What I am interested in working towards as outputs by the end of the meeting are: (i)
identifying a few colleagues (with similar or complementary expertise) to collaborate with
after the meeting, (ii) identifying areas of immediate need, and (iii) figuring out how my
expertise and past experience can be directed towards realizing the goals of the program.
§ The projects I can see myself collaborating on with others after the meeting are: (i)
developing simple, easy-to-use and inexpensive energy harvesting technologies and
organically-grown energy systems for off-grid communities, and (ii) making use of low-cost
second-life EV batteries for integration of renewable energy in isolated microgrids.

Hannes Kirchhoff
CTO
ME SOLshare Ltd
Dhaka, Bangladesh
Hannes.kirchhoff@me-solshare.com
Power Electronics, renewable energy, energy storage, electric/hybrid electric vehicle, microgrids

Joachim Knebel
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Head of Division ‘Mechanical Engineering and Electrical Engineering’ (BL3)
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)
Karlsruhe, Germany
joachim.knebel @ kit.edu
energy research, mobility research, research management

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ My role at the KIT is to manage the Division Mechanical Enginering and Electrical
Engineering which consists of 37 scientific institutes and three national research
programmes. My work is in direct support of the German Energy Transition
(Energiewende), the digitization process Industry 4.0, as well as Smart Mobility Systems.
My motivation is to apply this know-how to Affordable Energy Access as well.

§ I would like to learn about and connect with people, institutions and initiatives who devote
their skills and efforts to energy research and issues of energy access, and who are willing
to devote some part of their skills and efforts for the good of those people who are not
equipped with such skills.

§ I can motivate experts from different disciplines to bring their expertise and experience into
the initiative in order to broaden the knowledge, to enhance the creativity potential and to
enable the realisation of ideas.
§ One major challenge is to bring the issue of energy access to the minds of those who have
the academic and financial capabilities to drive ideas towards realisation. And to introduce
the issue of energy access into the university curricula.
§ There are a lot of skills and innovative ideas within the Helmholtz Research Centres and
the Universities in Germany. One has to take the opportunity to inspire, motivate and
finally harvest these capabilities. Especially one has to work on simplification and
robustness of academic ideas to successfully transfer them to the energy access sector.
§ Together with Jatin Nathwani from The University of Waterloo, I am the Co-Director of the
Affordable Energy for Humanity (AE4H) Global Change Initiative; UW, WISE and KIT
being the Founding Partners, together with some 24 other institutions world-wide.

§ Bring together experts in the field, create confidence and friendship; all this being a sound
basis for productive collaborations and projects.
§ At KIT, we work on a specific project related to an off-grid smart energy system. At the
meeting, I am looking for collaborators who are willing to contribute to the development and
especially to the implementation of this project. Could be in Africa or India.
§ The KIT is the Research University in the Helmholtz Association, combining the areas of
research, higher education and innovation, especially in the focus areas energy, mobility
and information. In this context, we operate medium to large-scale lab facilities such as the
Energy Lab 2.0 to simulate, optimize and demonstrate components of future energy
systems or integral multi-modal systems of all sizes. We start with smart home or smart city
size, and go up to full country size, applying the power-hardware-in-the-loop approach. I
invite the participants of this meeting to use and join our labs in order to implement and test
new ideas.

Iskandar B Kuntoadji
Board of Trustee
People Centered Business and Economic Initiative (IBEKA)
Jakarta / Panaruban, Indonesia
iskandar_kuntoadji@yahoo.co.id
Local community, local resources, carrying capacity, social capital
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I founded IBEKA in early 90s to facilitate the local community to be able to utilize their own
resources to fulfill their needs. Communities have to produce a market of their own needs.
For this purpose, the “social capital” concept has to be clearly understood and used as the
main paradigm. This meeting is my opportunity to publicize that social capital is the main
ingredient to make energy access for all are viable and sustainable.

§ Energy access programmes for remote and poor area and/or small scale implementation
methodology which also concern the local community empowerment, social justice and
local environment conservation

§ Since mid 80s I have worked for community-based energy provision by renewables. I’m
working in remote and poor areas in Indonesia. For this purpose I’ve immersed the
(modern) technology to local Indonesian (social) infrastructure, tradition, customs and
daily habits. My recent activities since 2010, is to attract young fresh university graduates
to work with the “poor” and local community to increase the welfare by developing the
“social entrepreneurial” skill set and stimulate the local community social business entity.
§ Any energy development program have to be in accordance to the local carrying capacity
issues. The challenges is to make everybody aware of the issues, which will lead to be a
more social capital oriented paradigm. The biggest obstacle is in the recent
implementation method, which dominated by financial capital accumulation paradigm, not
for local social capital enrichment paradigm.
§ I’m sure the modern energy access for all (especially for the poor and remote) can only be
a reality if a different economic model from the recent is used. Innovation in
implementation methodology are the main concern to equal energy access for all.

§ I believe that this meeting will not only discuss the technical solution to accelerate the
energy access but also address the social aspect of energy access especially for the poor
and remote. For me the social aspects, such as new financial methodology, give bigger
opportunity for the poor and remote to be able to have the energy systems and are the
main issues to accelerate energy access.
§ Research on new implementation methodology or cooperation with another institution with
the same soul and understanding of the energy access for the poor and remote, especially
in developing a “social business” scheme in energy sector using local resources as a part
of rural sustainable development scheme.
§ Projects that concern and work to empower the local community to utilized their own local
resources to fulfill the local needs, which must be kept within the boundary of local carrying
capacity.

Markus Lau
Ph.D. Candidate, Entrepreneurship & Technology Management
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)
Karlsruhe, Germany
markus.lau@kit.edu
Energy Start-ups, value delivery architecture, business modeling
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am a research associate and Ph.D. candidate at the Institute for Entrepreneurship,
Innovation, and Technology-Management (EnTechnon) at the Karlsruhe Institute of
Technology (KIT).

§ Being invited to this meeting is a great opportunity to broaden my view from the German
energy sector towards an international setting.

§ My research at the EnTechnon addresses the area of Energy Entrepreneurship by
analyzing the startup activities within the structural changes of the German energy sector.
§ The German energy sector has to manage two transformation processes at once - the
energy transition and the digitalization of the energy sector. These two processes not only
address parts of this sector but the whole energy economic value chain and therefore
cause changes along its value creation process. These changes lead to new possibilities
that arise for new companies to open up new business areas through innovative business
models and technologies.
§ Within my research, a special focus is placed on the Value Delivery Architecture of Energy
Startups and their influence on the repartition of the industry structure. Another but related
research focus is placed on the development, adaption, and optimization of business
models triggered by external and internal effects.

§ I want to learn more about current international developments regarding energy startups as
well as attempts to improve national and international support mechanism for their success.
§ Therefore, my main objective of the meeting will be to network, share knowledge, insights,
ideas and visions of researchers and entrepreneurs.
§ Ideally, I can see myself contributing to joint research projects focusing on the stimulation
of innovation and entrepreneurship in the field of energy.
§ Moreover, I would like to collaborate on international attempts to foster the
entrepreneurship education regarding energy as the empowerment of young and talented
people to create new and innovative businesses must be one aspect of the AE4H initiative.

Ioannis Lestas
University Lecturer
Department of Engineering, University of Cambridge
Cambridge, England
icl20@cam.ac.uk
Power systems, smart grids, optimization, control theory
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ Who I am and what motivates me: I am a University Lecturer at Cambridge in the area of
power systems and smart grids. Motivated by challenging problems in these areas
primarily associated with problems of control(voltage, frequency) and energy management
at different timescales.

§ What I want to learn more about and who I want to connect with: Looking forward to
connect with people from diverse backgrounds associated with both policy and engineering
aspects of energy access

§ My relevant expertise and experience: Power systems, smart grids, control theory,
optimization.

§ What I believe the main objectives of the meeting should be: Find common grounds on
which future proposals could be based upon.
§ What I am interested in working towards as outputs by the end of the meeting

§ What I see as the major challenges and obstacles to scaling in the energy access
sector: Challenges associated with the large scale integration of distributed generation
and storage, and renewable energy sources to the grid and the efficient development of
microgrids.
§ What I see as the major areas of opportunity and innovation in the energy access
sector: Use of smart grid technologies to facilitate the integration of renewable energy
sources and improve system reliability and efficiency.

§ What kinds of projects I can see myself collaborating on with others after the meeting:
Multidisciplinary projects were various challenges associated with energy access are
addressed.

Sara Lindeman
Researcher, Project Manager
Aalto University, School of Business
Helsinki, Finland
sara.lindeman@aalto.fi
Interdisciplinary action research, impact business, resilient communities, bio-gas, equality
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I’m an entrepreneurial academic, and achieving systemic change towards sustainability
and equality is what deeply motivates me.

§ I believe our meeting can give a refreshed sense of what’s going on in the energy access
sector, as well as inspiration and concrete ideas on new projects and possible
collaborations

§ My relevant expertise and experience: Creating and managing an interdisciplinary action
research group that works with sustainable innovation in low-income settings (re-energy,
water, housing). Developing and teaching interdisciplinary problem-based learning for
master students, where they engage with communities to co-create sustainability
innovations. Impact start-up business support, research and practice. Research on market
creation as systemic change. Doing ethnography in low-income urban settlements, to
understand subsistence economics, including energy use practices.
§ In our group, we have studied, among other things, what enables new solutions in energy
access to scale, and our results shed light on the importance of combining various types of
funding as well as capabilities to engage in market creation/institutional change
processes.
§ Areas that catch my interest at the moment are: Development of software to manage micro
grids, “Internet of things” possibilities in low-income settings. Developing the impact
business scene and related funding. Understanding the role of intermediary organisations
in systems change. Developing holistic solutions, i.e. not only energy but integrated with
water, housing etc to generate resilient communities. Developing practices of action
research and education to support change.

§ Main objectives of the meeting could include constructive discussions, sharing knowledge
and experiences, influencing the sectors, as well as reaching concrete outcomes in terms
of collaborations by the end of the meeting.
§ After the workshop, I could see us engaging in collaborative projects that link to and further
develops the work we are now involved with. Here’s a brief list: We are doing research on
microgrids from technical, design and business perspectives, in India. We are doing action
research on bio-gas energy business models related to forestry (Nepal and Tanzania) We
have worked with business models for waste-to-energy second generation biofuel
production (Tanzania). We are involved with an upcoming clean tech hub initiative in
Nairobi, Kenya. We have also worked with business models for batteries recycling (Finland,
Chile,Ghana).
§ It would also be interesting for us to find collaboration on projects that take a holistic
approach, in terms of looking at energy solutions alongside with water, housing, livelihoods
and so forth.

N. Ify Malo
Country Director – Power For All
Co-Founder and CEO – Clean Tech Hub
Abuja, Nigeria
ifymalo@gmail.com
Distributed renewable energy, energy access; sustainability, climate change, market development
What I bring to the meeting…
§ My primary role at Power For All is to help catalyze the emerging off grid technology
ecosystem in Nigeria and across Africa by running a campaign that provides a collective
voice to stakeholders in government, private sector, civil society and the broader public.
At Clean Tech Hub we incubate companies trying to get into the DRE sector in Nigeria
and we are working to build an energy innovation center to scale up innovation in the
green economy space; using renewable energy as platform.
§ My knowledge of the political economy of Nigeria and the broader energy landscape in
West Africa; along with my in-depth knowledge of the renewable energy space, I am
hoping to encourage more in-depth investments into the Nigerian economy and provide
support that will lead to the birthing of new projects across West Africa in this space.
§ Over 60% of Nigerians live without electricity, and this means that the country’s
development indicators will remain stunted until every Nigerian has adequate energy
access. The opportunities to scale off grid energy access in Nigeria using different DRE
technologies are endless based on the resources available across the country.
§ Women are most affected by issues of energy poverty and yet are the backbone of SMEs
in Nigeria. There is an opportunity to scale up off-grid energy access using DRE across
the country to build up cottage industries. Such a model can easily be replicated all
across several African states.

What I would like to take away from the meeting…
§ I am looking forward to enhancing my knowledge around global sustainable off grid energy
landscape and engaging with policy makers, researchers, potential investors and funders
to explore how to create a strong platform that both addresses the issues of climate
change and renewable energy.
§ Risk factors (especially in a bad economy) is one of the greatest challenge to scaling
sustainable/renewable energy technologies in countries like Nigeria because they
encourage impact investment & build partnership in the Green economy industry.
§ A major interest of mine lies with exploring how to scale market based RE technology and
encourage innovation using local raw materials to reduce costs and financial risks
associated with this business.
§ I am interested in understanding how innovation can fostered in the Green Tech and
Renewable Energy and in building partnerships with individuals and organizations towards
a clean tech-center and a climate change academy in Nigeria.
§ Finally looking at how to start a school based campaign because adoption of sustainable
energy models is as much innovation as it is adoption of these technologies. The
sustainability of these technologies lie with our youth populations.

Grace Mbungu
Fellow and Ph.D. candidate
Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies
Potsdam, Germany
Grace.Mbungu@iass-potsdam.de
Sustainable Energy Transitions in developing countries, societal engagement and participation, gender
equity, human rights.
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am a fellow at the Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies, Potsdam and a Ph.D.
candidate at the University of Stuttgart, Germany . My research focuses on identifying and
contextualizing the factors that hinder or support the adoption and sustainable use of
clean, safe, efficient, and affordable cooking technologies and fuels. My case study is
Kibera, an informal settlement, in Nairobi ,Kenya. At the IASS, I support the energy team
as well as the KLASICA Alliance (KLASICA.org).

§ My encounters with issues of sustainable energy access have brought me to the
awareness of their complexities and interconnectedness as well as the typically complex
and ever changing environments in which they are nested. I am, therefore, looking forward
to learning from other participants about what they see as feasible paths and processes
that could be developed and adopted to support universal energy access.

§ My background is in political science, gender studies, human rights, and international
development. Before joining the IASS, I worked at DIALOGIK: Institute for Communication
and Cooperation Research in Stuttgart, Germany on a European Commission funded
project tasked with identifying tools and instruments for better societal engagement in
research and development. http://engage2020.eu/media/D3.1-Current-Praxis-of-Policiesand-Activities.pdf
§ What I see as the greatest obstacle to scaling in the energy access sector is the shaky
foundations upon which energy scaling processes rest . The end users are not well
prepared with information and education to make informed and effective sustainable
decisions about available energy services, and/or lack the social and economic capacity to
make the changes they desire.
§ A major opportunity lie in developing the social and economic capacities of end users.

Fred McBagonluri
Dean of Engineering
Ashesi University
Berekuso, Ghana
fmcbagonluri@ashesi.edu.gh
Innovation, entrepreneurship, energy policies, sustainable development
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am former engineering and technology development executive, who has transitioned to
academia to leverage nearly two decades of industry experience in an environment that
requires such seamless integration for development.

§ I want to build strategic partnerships with like-minded scholars, who are interested in
evolving the energy space for the underserved and the “underpowered.”

§ I bring an inventive mind and a broad technology development, business leadership, and
developing world academic experience to this collaboration.

§ I believe the main objective of the meeting should focus on developing a global
implementable entrepreneurial framework that can be executed in limited access areas. It
should be comprehensive enough to include an effective business ecosystem: financial,
marketing, branding, and technology frameworks.

§ I believe there is significant lack of synergies between the policymakers, academics, and
investors. Lack of meaningful financial incentives for start-ups, uninformed and oftentimes
impractical policies and silos continue to haunt access to energy and creates economic
disincentives and differentials that stagnate development,

§ Another objective would be to find a global project that draws on this divergent experiences
and knowhow represented by the experts assembled.

§ Reshaping the energy ecosystem to be more symbiotic to the players involved. A win-win
strategy that provides persistent support to early stage entrepreneurs in a space carved
for their long-term sustainable profitability without fear of being upstaged by powerful and
well-connected conglomerates.

§ I can see myself participating in new technology development efforts including localized
technologies that could solve local energy needs.

Malcolm McCulloch
Associate Professor, Head of Energy an Power Group
Department of Engineering Science
University of Oxford, England
Malcolm.McCulloch@eng.ox.ac.uk
Low cost, high value energy systems, techno-socio-economic
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am passionate about developing energy systems that create real value for end-users

§ I would like to be able to develop long lasting relationships with those attending the
workshop.

§ I am an Electrical engineer, with a developing knowledge and sympathy for social science.
§ The main challenge is to develop an energy system that enables an ecosystem of
activities that lead to social upliftment, without the reliance on donations
§ The major opportunity is to be able to start with a nearly clean sheet, and to be able to cocreate a system that is fit for purpose.

§ The main objective should be to facilitate collaborative relationships that can crystallise the
core requirements for the ‘new’ energy systems.
§ I am interested in working towards a finding two or three consortia that are willing and able
to collaborate on this work.
§ I can see our group working on rapidly scalable grids, scalable in power and in number, as
part of a wider eco-system. I am also open to new radical ideas that others may have.

Khanjan Mehta
Vice Provost for Creative Inquiry
Lehigh University
Bethlehem, United States
krm716@lehigh.edu
Creative inquiry, humanitarian engineering, social entrepreneurship, sustainable development
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am an educator, engineer, innovator, entrepreneur, and university administrator
motivated by three things – Impact, Impact, and Impact. At Lehigh University, I am building
a university-wide ecosystem where students, faculty, and external partners come together
to increase their capacities for independent inquiry, take intellectual risks and learn from
failure, recognize problems and opportunities and effect constructive and sustainable
change.

§ I am really excited about meeting so many people who share a deep passion and decades
of experience in affordable energy and sustainable development. It is always about the
people and if we built a strong cohesive trusting community of like-minded people with
diverse interests and expertise, we can go after new opportunities to make change.

§ In a previous avatar, I was the Founding Director of the Humanitarian Engineering and
Social Entrepreneurship (HESE) Program at Penn State. I have led technology-based
social ventures in Kenya, Tanzania, India, Sierra Leone, Mozambique and other countries.
These ventures range from telemedicine systems and ruggedized biomedical devices to
low-cost greenhouses, solar food dryers, cell phone-based social networking systems, and
knowledge sharing platforms for self-employed women.
§ I have conducted several studies about the failure modes and value propositions of
agricultural technology ventures and mHealth / CHW-centric ventures. These lessons
learned are just as relevant to energy ventures.
§ We need to develop extremely practical technologies, business models, and partnerships
that with very clear incentive structures. The challenge is always in the execution and we
need to pro-actively pilot and spin-off economically sustainable endeavors that advance
energy accessibility and affordability.

§ I am interested in building relationships, understanding our collective interests, strengths,
capabilities, and limitations…and finding extremely practical ways to work together. A
statement of shared values, an engagement framework, and a list of priorities would be a
great outcome for day 0. Developing a few clusters of interest/opportunities/action items
would be a great outcome for the meeting.
§ At my program at Lehigh University, we have student, faculty, and partner teams work on
multi-semester, multi-year projects, that advance knowledge and praxis in diverse arenas
while spinning off independent self-sustaining organizations. I would love to co-develop at
least one project that would be focused on energy issues.

Nigel Moore
Manager, Global Programs and Initiatives
Waterloo Institute for Sustainable Energy
Waterloo, Canada
npmoore@uwaterloo.ca
Academic program management, climate and energy policy, experiential education
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ My primary role at the Waterloo Institute for Sustainable Energy (WISE) is to manage and
develop the Affordable Energy for Humanity initiative, which we launched in September
2015. So I bring a lot of my time and dedication to the broader process/program within
which this meeting is situated.

§ My greatest interest is in this meeting being a crucible for new projects to be born which
can be taken forward at least in part by the people assembled in the room.

§ I will try to work with those involved to help carry forward any potential outputs from the
meeting. If there are ideas for new projects, I can help develop them into funding
proposals. If there are plans to develop written outputs that capture key themes of
discussions, I can help find publication venues and assist as necessary with
writing/editing. My role is to make sure that this meeting is the start of something impactful,
not the end!
§ I’ll also play ‘host’ for the meeting. I can answer any logistical and/or procedural questions
throughout the 2.5 days. Prior to working at WISE I worked at our host institution, the
Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS), so I know my way around the place.
§ I will be helping to facilitate the meeting and make sure that we are on track for success.
§ I co-wrote these publications on energy access: http://wgsi.org/openaccess-energy
§ Before AE4H, I worked in the field of climate engineering (at IASS, the University of Oxford
and elsewhere). I am on the Steering Committee for an upcoming conference that IASS is
hosting on this topic. You can read a bit about this here: http://www.ceconference.org/what-climate-engineering

§ What kinds of projects? This depends on the interests and capacities of the rest of you.
However, I think that our group is well placed to co-design new initiatives that involve the
development of renewable powered appliances/end-use devices and micro-grids that can
be deployed with local training and capacity-building. By leveraging the best practices
learned from the various projects that we have all been a part of, we can develop a set of
best practices tools that can be used to design such projects.
§ I am very interested in learning from those who have worked in academia on energy
access projects to hear how they have managed to build a bridge between their labs and
those who live in energy poverty, often on the other side of the world. I’d be interested in
collecting best practices for how these ‘impact labs’ can be successful.
§ I am also interested in developing experiential learning opportunities for young
entrepreneurs, engineers and development practitioners to get involved in the energy
access sector. Last year AE4H submitted a proposal to the MacArthur Foundation’s
100&Change competition which proposed the creation of a large global fellowship program
to mobilise young talent for the energy access sector. I am keen to discuss and further
develop this idea with attendees.

Tri Mumpuni
Executive Director
People Centered Business and Economic Initiative (IBEKA)
Jakarta / Panaruban, Indonesia
tri.mumpuni@gmail.com
Renewable energy for rural electrification, clean water supply in remote areas.
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am an agriculture engineer with a passion for rural development, bringing renewable
energy to rural areas for community based electrical power supply, economic
empowerment and preserving the environment.

§ What I want to learn more about and who I want to connect with include;
§ New technology for emerging countries with affordable price
§ Access to cheap financing, grants and social investment
§ People who can support my works in providing energy for the poor

§ I feel that Indonesia is such a rich country with a many resources available but this still
cannot bring prosperity to its people due to lack of energy access in the rural areas and
in the remote areas. Electricity is a backbone of economic development, so I believe
that bringing electricity for the poor people in rural areas will help their lives since with
electricity we can pursue other economic activities and agriculture processes to create
added value to the products.
§ My relevant expertise and experience include; project preparation, social development,
environmental conservation, agriculture development, renewable energy
implementation.
§ What I see as the major challenges and obstacles to scaling in the energy access
sector are finance, social preparation, policy, and appropriate technology.
§ What I see as the major areas of opportunity and innovation in the energy access
sector are abundant resources and new technology for emerging countries

§ What I believe the main objectives of the meeting should be
§ Problem solving
§ What I am interested in working towards as outputs by the end of the meeting
§ Concrete Action to be taken home to implement
§ What kinds of projects I can see myself collaborating on with others after the meeting
§ Research on proper policy and financing, new technology development

Jatin Nathwani
Professor and Executive Director, WISE
Co-Director, Affordable Energy for Humanity (AE4H)
University of Waterloo
Waterloo, Canada
nathwani@uwaterloo.ca
Energy policy, strategy and policy, human capacity
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ The human dimension to the problem of energy access disturbs me to no end. Surely we
can do better than condemn a vast proportion of humanity to a quality of life that is almost
at par with living in the Stone Age.

§ What I want to learn more about are the “breakthrough successes” required for an order of
magnitude improvement in cost, performance and reliability of robust solutions that have a
good potential for universal adoption.

§ As a Professor of Energy Policy and Founding Director of the Waterloo Institute for
Sustainable Energy and AE4H, I have come to the realization that the best way to solve a
difficult and complex problem is to work with others who bring commitment (‘hearts”) and
talent (“minds”) to the problem.

§ What I also want to learn –from first hand experience – is what has failed, what continues
to fail, and what paths can we pursue to change the pattern of failures?

§ I have an engineering background and worked in the power sector for 30 years (technical,
R&D, regulatory, strategy and policy) and now at the University for the past 10 years.
§ The major challenge is cost and complexity of the existing suite of solutions. Lack of
reliable, low cost and robust technologies translate into the challenges of scaling, business
and investment barriers and how best to align convergence of social and human values for
widespread adoption. If every solution becomes context dependent, then strategy for
universal access gets mired in policy paralysis.
§ Science and technological innovations are a key ingredient in the mix but not enough. The
continuum involves development of a deep supply chain of human capacity and technical
simplicity with a sustainable business model.

§ The main objectives of the meeting is to establish a “deeper long term commitment” to this
goal of eliminating energy poverty by finding effective ways of enhancing our daily work
through our partnership.
§ Ask for help; take some help and advance your own objectives drawing from the strength of
the others. In simple terms, become good partners and friends.
§ Develop a “compendium” of active projects and initiatives for further development and
leverage the strength of the partnership and collective expertise.
§ Become willing and active partners in pursuit of funding opportunities to allow the scope
and scale of work to be accelerated.
§ Connect the dots from what is known to the unknown to ‘actionable knowledge”

Samson Ondiek
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Chief Officer, Corporate Planning
Kenya Power & Lighting Company
Nairobi, Kenya
s_ondiek@hotmail.com
Technology in accelerating electricity, supply and demand

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ Am an Energy Economist working with Kenya Power & Lighting Company in charge of
developing strategies and policies for increased electricity access and growth in energy
demand. I have practical experience in strategy and policy development focused on
electricity access both within grid and off-grid areas. Kenya has experienced a
tremendous growth in electricity access from a low of 32% in 2013 to 65% in 2017. This
has been achieved as a result a shift in policies and strategies by the Government

§ I am interested in learning about the best practices and latest technologies in off-grid mini
grid development and deployment.

§ I bring practical experience having participated in a number of research and studies that
leverage technology to increase households electricity connections within the informal
settlements, rural off-grid, and displaced populations.
§ Some of the major challenges towards universal access to energy in Africa include
existing legislations governing the energy sector, political good-will, institutional structures
and human capacity development.
§ The use of technology for billing and electricity management will work well in off-grid areas
where mini grids are deployed thereby reducing cost and losses to the investors.
§ Expanding the deployment of efficient, cost effective mini grid in rural areas of the
developing countries and within displaced communities (refugees and internally displaced
persons due to civil wars etc.)

§ I am also interested on sustainable financing options for mini grid development, especially
in ensuring that they are economically viable to interest private investors
§ I would be glad to partner with the lab in addressing some of the challenges experienced in
the process of expanding electricity access, especially those related to adapted technology
and deployments of various off grid solutions on the different communities.
§ I expect that at the end of the meeting, both the academicians , private sector players and
the policy makers will have a convergence on the best approach to accelerate electricity
connectivity and usage of electricity in developing countries. This may be through
collaborations coordinated by the innovation lab.

Uche Onuora
Co-Founder/CEO
HITCH (by Flexfinity, Inc.)
Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
uonuora@flexfinity.com
Smart Solar + Battery-powered WiFi Router, ICT4D, Information + Off-Grid Energy
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am a technology for impact entrepreneur with a vision for delivering available, affordable, and
accessible services to Bottom of Pyramid users in underserved areas in emerging markets.

§ I want to connect with everyone, and learn more about prospective lean pathways to
deploying off-grid energy business models; as well as opportunities to cross-subsidize the
core products/solutions needed to scale the offerings. I am also interested in the possibility
of gaining access to resources that help to nurture and accelerate successful outcomes for
these models. I intend to seek more product engineering and support around robust and
affordable solar/battery solutions to launch and grow our HITCH platform.

§ I have worked passionately over the past decade to bring various technologies and solutions to
market as a government adviser, consultant, and now impact entrepreneur. I am a Co-Founder of
HITCH (by Flexfinity) which is on a mission to change the lives of users in poorly-serviced Internet
areas, using Video content for sustainable Impact. We have built HITCH; a solar-powered smart
wireless router AND predictive video caching platform. Users need impactful Videos and HITCH
delivers these to them, via WiFi. Running custom software, routers directly connect to each other,
automatically. Internet-connected routers pre-download and store videos with permission, to share
with offline routers up to 10km away; removing avoidable bandwidth costs. Routers also provide
affordable off-grid energy access, via built-in ports for charging personal devices, powered by solar
& battery capacity. See: http://www.tryhitch.com

§ I believe that it is important for the meeting to sustain access – even after the meeting – to
the leading minds, organizations, and resources focused on the off-grid energy space.
Foster sharing of practical and informed insights, solutions, and opportunities, for
implementing successful off-grid energy projects. Ensuring the innovation lab continues as
a digital platform for keeping collaborations (enabled by this meeting) going.

§ A challenge is the prevalent concept of “trickle-down” infrastructure, which posits that Bottom of
Pyramid users can only be served sustainably eventually - when economies of scale and scope drive
down costs. Also an issue is isolated information and innovation silos, in terms of the requisite
pathways to successfully delivering and sustaining broad-based solutions and underlying models.

§ I am interested in a practical hackathon-style interaction, for design-thinking and
prototyping a product or system that encompasses the idea to co-locate in-demand
information access and off-grid energy services.

§ Opportunity is rooted in the promise of rapidly emerging and evolving technological innovations in
combining mobile penetration, commoditized embedded hardware, open-source software, and
renewable energy building blocks, with audacious business models and entrepreneurs, fixated on
technology’s impact on development.

§ I would love to co-create projects driven by the idea of developing rural infrastructure
“malls” with corresponding hybrid Impact-as-a-Service platforms; specially designed and
deployed with exigencies of rural communities in mind, to deliver clustered services in
agriculture, education, healthcare, and off-grid utilities.

Alison Padget
Vice President of Programs
World Hope International
Washington, DC
alisonpadget@worldhope.org
Economic development, social enterprise, women’s empowerment
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I oversee the design and implementation of World Hope’s programs to meet the economic
growth, human rights, health, and agriculture needs of developing countries. Special
interests include advancing the rights of women and girls and incubating social
enterprises.

§ I am interested in meeting companies with innovative products and business models that
organizations like World Hope can help incubate in countries where we have deep roots. I
hope to learn from others who are operating successful social enterprises.

§ I’ve been working in the field for nearly 15 years and understand what factors cause great
ideas to succeed or fail in difficult environments. I’m currently working with Mobile Power
in the UK to launch a solar powered battery rental business in Sierra Leone.
§ Challenges: The major challenge to energy access is the length of time required for
energy start ups to achieve profitability when they’re targeting the poorest of the poor. It’s
hard to find patient capital or even grants with a long enough timeframe to overcome the
many hurdles that face social enterprises in challenging environments.
§ Opportunities: There is an opportunity to structure energy regulations in a way that’s
flexible and conducive to clean energy projects in countries that haven’t had much
regulation before. There is also opportunity to creatively marry energy access with other
missing services such as banking, communications, and healthcare. Lack of skilled
workers is a critical gap that affects energy access at every level, but is often overlooked.
There’s lot of innovation in technology, but much less in human resources.

§ I believe the main objectives of the meeting should be to connect like minded people who
can develop real partnerships on the ground, whether they be private sector, NGO,
university, or government.
§ I am interested in helping organizations pilot their ideas in developing countries. I am also
always looking for talent, especially new graduates in engineering and business who want
to lead social enterprise start-ups.

Christian Pirzer
Project Manager and Consultant
Endeva
Berlin, Germany
c.pirzer@endeva.org
Inclusive business models, access to renewable energy, energy-agriculture nexus
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I have been working with Endeva for over four years as a project manager and consultant
on energy, agribusiness and sustainable tourism. Endeva is an independent research
institute and consultancy specialized on inclusive business & social entrepreneurship.

§ My greatest interest in this event is to meet private energy businesses that operate in
developing and emerging countries and learn about their operational challenges and
solution strategies. I also want to hear from academic stakeholders about the latest
discussion in the energy research.

§ We support corporates and social enterprises in making their value and supply chains
more sustainable and socially inclusive. We also work with development partners such as
UNDP, the World Bank or GIZ to foster inclusive business ecosystems.
§ I am an experienced researcher and passionate about collaborating with social
businesses and experts around the world. Over the last years, I worked in over 15
research and consulting projects, including in Uganda, Rwanda, Malawi, South Africa and
Lesotho on energy and related topics. Most recently, I wrote a policy brief on Renewable
Energy Solutions for Sustainable Agriculture in East Africa for SEED. www.endeva.org/wp-

§ I’m especially interested to learn about new, innovative business models or ideas that not
yet have a sophisticated business model. I would love to discuss these ideas and think
about ways to further scale the models or establish a stronger business case.
§ I’m also interested in discussing Endeva’s most recent project, our “Inclusive Business
Energy Database”: We want to create the world’s largest database on inclusive business
models in the energy sector that not only includes quantitative data but also challenges that
inclusive energy businesses face and good practice strategies that they developed.

content/uploads/2016/10/seed-policy-brief-agriculture-energy-nexus.pdf

§ Before joining Endeva, I worked for the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) in Brazil, where I focused on community-based adaptation to
climate change and disaster risk-reduction.
§ I am convinced that innovative and inclusive business models can transform energy
markets and help to scale access to energy in developing countries. Innovative appliances
and financing models are equally important to ensure continues success in that
endeavour.

§ Finally, I would be very interested to learn more about innovations around decentralization
of energy markets. What are technological requirements? And how can policy makers be
convinced to adapt regulations?

Witold-Roger Poganietz
Head, Research Area “Energy – Resources, Technologies, Systems”
Institute for Technology Assessment and Systems Analysis, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
Karlsruhe, Germany
poganietz@kit.edu
Energy Systems Analysis, Socio-technical scenarios, Environmental assessment
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ My primary interest is to elaborate socio-technical conditions for successful transformation
processes of energy systems to improve the living conditions, taking into account
environmental constraints. So close cooperation with colleagues would help me to
disseminate required methodological and topical knowledge

§ I would like to learn more about the relevance of the socio-technical conditions for
sustainable energy access systems

§ My main expertise is on process-based material and energy stock-flow models to analyze
and evaluate the impacts of technical progress and structural changes of economies;
another focus is on societal energy scenarios
§ Major challenges and obstacles are misleading governance and incentives structures, i.e.
governance and incentives which hinder to invest into energy technologies to support
productive and sustainable activities; furthermore missing education in identifying the
challenges and opportunities in using energy technologies and / or in identifying
productive and sustainable activities
§ Better understanding of the interdependencies of culture / traditions, economics,
technologies and environment

§ Topically to interlink science and engineering science with societal frames to develop
sustainable access systems; networking between the participants from different
backgrounds to broaden the perspectives on how sustainable access system could be
developed under different technical, geographical and political frames
§ Projects which focus on analysing the interdependencies between different factors
influencing access systems to develop strategies to implement sustainable energy systems

Aneri Pradhan
Executive Director
ENVenture
San Francisco / Kampala
aneri@enventureenterprises.org
Social entrepreneur, innovator, connector, clean energy, rural communities
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am the Founder and Executive Director of ENVenture, a social enterprise that seeks to
equip rural communities with the business tools needed to sell clean energy technologies.
My expertise is on market-led development and innovation for sustainable technologies,
and marketing the same technologies for rural last-mile communities. The technologies I
have worked on include off-grid renewable energy, improved cook stoves, fuel briquettes,
water filtration, WiFi deployments, wearables, and low-bandwidth mobile applications in
over 15 countries in Africa and Asia.

§ I’m excited to connect with more Universities working on energy access. AE4H is the best
platform to reach academics working on energy access and I’m interested in pushing for
more data and research into behavioral insights on product adoption in the last mile.

§ My relevant expertise and experience includes: Technology adoption in emerging markets,
business and skills training for low-income populations, gender mainstreaming, last mile
sales and business development, clean energy technology and sector wide networks,
research and reports, facilitating and hosting thematic workshops, seminars, and ideation
sessions.
§ The biggest challenge to scaling energy access is the lack of a strong workforce with the
proper skills to maintain and scale clean energy projects. Instead of “importing” talent,
talent needs to be nurtured locally so that any solution created is sustainable.
§ Major areas of opportunity: mapping & data

§ Main objectives of the meeting should be capacity building and technological innovation to
improve product adoption and usage.
§ I’m interested in how we can build curriculum and strengthen capacity at the local level to
create sustainable companies. I’m also interested in strengthening civil society to do the
same.

Rainer Quitzow
Senior Research Associate

Photo

Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS)
Potsdam, Germany
rainer.quitzow@iass-potsdam.de
Traditional energy ecosystem architecture, energy policy, economic and industrial development

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am a researcher seeking to contribute new insights and actionable ideas to accelerate a
global transition to sustainable energy.

§ I would like to come away from the meeting with a better sense of what the key
opportunities and challenges for promoting energy access based on renewables in
developing countries are.

§ A key challenge to scaling energy access solutions is a continued focus on traditional
energy system architecture as a starting point for expanding energy access. This
constrains more radical innovation to relatively small niches.
§ I am expert on policies for promoting renewable energy in tandem with economic and
industrial development.
§ I have regional expertise in Europe, China, India and Africa.
§ Prior to becoming a researcher, I worked at the World Bank in the field of social
development, specialized in the analysis of poverty and social impacts of World Bank
lending operations.

§ I would like to identify key gaps and ideas on how they might be bridged.
§ Ideally, I would like to identify a concrete opportunity for collaboration among participants
that fills an identified gap.
§ Among other things, the IASS seeks to function as a bridge between research and
practice/policy. Within a potential collaboration, the IASS is well-situated to create such
linkages and to work with policy makers to translate research insights into policy and
scalable programs.

Arne Remmen
Professor in Technology Assessment and Planning
Aalborg University
Aalborg, Denmark
ar@plan.aau.dk
Innovation in partnerships, Business models, Sustainable energy for all, Circular economy
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ Professor in a large interdisciplinary research group: Sustainability, Innovation & Policy
(SIP) working on clean tech, energy-/resource efficiency, eco-design, circular economy
and innovative partnerships for sustainability.

§ Exchange of experience on off-/on-grid renewable energy system in developing countries;

§ Chairman of the access2innovation network
§ Partnership-driven innovation projects in East Africa www.access2innovation.com
§ Experiences with a PV mini-grid system in a remote fishing village in Western
Uganda

§ Improved understanding of the interplay between technology, local knowledge and skills,
and capacity building;
§ The role of policies and national/local frame conditions for implementing an affordable
energy system based on renewables
§ How to implement the sustainable development goals especially on SE4ALL

§ Problem based learning – 37 years of experience in supervising engineering students in
sustainable innovation projects in different contexts
§ Sustainable development strategies and capacity building (20 years+ collaboration
with Central American universities on enhancing research capacity) + from teaching at
universities in Vietnam, Bangladesh, Thailand, Kenya and Uganda.
§ Advisor to the Danish Government on clean tech development
§ One of the founders of a regional Network for Sustainable Business Development
engaging industries, utilities, municipalities and knowledge institutions in a common effort
to reduce our environmental footprint and

§ Experiences on working together in partnerships (SDG17) among different partners such
as industry, civil society organisations, universities and public institutions

Ortwin Renn
Scientific Director
Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS)
Potsdam; Germany
ortwin.renn@iass-potsdam.de
Social aspects of energy for all, participatory processes, interdisciplinary knowledge
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am a social scientist who is interested in using social science skills and expertise to
facilitate transformations towards sustainable practices in the energy field

§ Connections between technological opportunities and ways to implement them in a local
context

§ Academic experience as teacher and researcher, practical experience as facilitator and
designer of participatory processes

§ Exchange interdisciplinary knowledge and forge promising strategies
§ Strategy for energy access that combines vision and feasibility

§ Different and often not easy-to-understand context conditions; weak governance
structures; and inertia
§ There is good will, many new technological options due to digital services, and highly
motivated local communities

§ Anything in which social science competence and communication expertise is needed

Ian Rowlands
Associate Vice-President, International; Professor, School of Environment, Resources & Sustainability
University of Waterloo
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
irowlands@uwaterloo.ca
International education, sustainable energy, corporate sustainability, international relations
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ My primary role at the University of Waterloo is to provide leadership across the
University’s portfolio of ‘international’ activities. This includes collaborative work in the
areas of faculty-led international research, student international exchanges and joint
international academic programming; it also includes primary responsibility for strategic
partnerships and strategic planning, executive-level activities and the university’s
‘international relations’, broadly defined. I have been in this role for just over one year,
and my term runs until the end of 2019.

§ I bring at least two distinct (though connected) sets of interests to this meeting.

§ I also have a 30-year history as a researcher in various aspects of climate change and
energy policy. This has been at the London School of Economics (1991-96, 2010), the
United Nations Collaborating Centre on Energy and Environment (1996-97), the University
of Waterloo (1998-present), the European University Institute (2003) and the UK
Department for International Development (2010).
§ I have degrees in Engineering and International Relations; I try to use multiple approaches
and perspectives to solve problems and/or to advance sustainability. Recently, my
research has focused upon the social and policy aspects of smart grids, with particular
emphasis upon energy storage (through http://www.ryerson.ca/nestnet/themes/).
§ I see the mutual understanding of (and cross-fertilisation of information about) both the
technical and social aspects of energy as being both a major challenge to, and a major
opportunity for, ‘success’ in the energy access sector.

§ As a researcher with a deep interest in the ways in which a sustainable energy future can
be advanced/secured, I continue to be particularly interested in the ways in which activity
‘at boundaries’ (boundaries of disciplines, of scale, of levels of analysis, of geography, of
theory/practice, of business/government/civil society, etc.) can move us towards this goal.
§ And, as an international educator, I am keen to understand better how researchers,
students, educators and others can work across international borders to improve learning.
§ I am interested in these sets of issues in both the ‘general sense’ (learn from others about
broad developments, different experiences, etc.) and the ‘specific possibilities’ (discuss
with others, research possibilities for me and my students and collaborative opportunities
for the University of Waterloo).
§ I am keen to learn … and to connect with everyone! J
§ I anticipate that, by the end of the meeting, specific ‘next steps’ would have been identified
for particular kinds of activities – perhaps not in the direction that participants anticipated! J
§ I hope, coming out of the meeting, participants will consider me an important contact going
forward – as a connector, as a resource person, as a sounding board (brainstormer) …

Hayley Rutherford
Research & Programming Manager
Waterloo Global Science Initiative
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
hrutherford@wgsi.org
Connections, partnerships, changing narratives
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I’m the Research & Programming Manager for Waterloo Global Science Initiative
(WGSI), a non-profit that convenes Summits around complex global problems.

§ What motivates academics to dedicate their research programmes to energy access and what
(student expectations, departmental politics, funding) can create barriers? What makes
university incubators shift to supporting social enterprise rather than traditional enterprise
models?

§ WGSI’s most recent Summit, OpenAccess Energy, focused on electricity provision for
energy services globally. I bring information synthesis and partnership building
experience.
§ Continual conversations about the nature of the problem and not enough focus on
reaching across sector boundaries is a huge barrier to scaling energy access.
§

Engaging people from energy-poor and energy-isolated areas in technology
development and diffusion is a hue opportunity for innovation.

§ Building partnerships with clear and realistic time and financial commitments for follow-up
after the workshop.
§ (See above)
§ Supporting focused follow-up workshops, supporting “changing narrative” outreach activities &
making connections with journalists, producing case studies/proof of concept publications.

Arun Sharma
Founder & MD
Infinite Potentials Consulting
Berlin, Kigali, Nairobi
arun@infinitepotentials.org
Africa, education, R&D, healthcare, energy
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am passionate about implementing solutions, at scale, in Africa which improve
educational, healthcare and energy infrastructure. Our firm of 5 people has deep
expertise in implementing projects in Africa from small ($10k) to large ($10M+) scale.

§ Learn more about the state of technology, policy and key barriers for rapid energy access
expansion.
§ Finding partners to work with on new projects in Africa

§ 10 years of experience working in Africa and Asia.
§ Implementation of new energy projects in Africa

Rebekah Shirley
Postdoctoral Researcher
Renewable and Appropriate Energy Laboratory
University of California, Berkeley
rebekah.shirley@Berkeley.edu
Energy access, modeling and analysis, actionable aesearch
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am a Postdoctoral Researcher in the Energy and Resources Group, UC Berkeley
campus. I work at the Renewable and Appropriate Energy Laboratory. My research
focuses on the application of power system modeling tools to support long term energy
planning in countries where capacity and data are limited. I work in Southeast Asia and
East Africa.

§ I am keen to foster collaboration with other researchers, laboratories, think tanks and
groups focused on Energy Access. I am currently leading an effort to build out a Platform
for Energy Access Knowledge – a portal for sharing and discovering data and research
specific to off-grid technologies and energy access – which doesn’t exist right now. I am
keen to brainstorm ideas with others and develop collaborations.

§ I have eight years of experience in applied research. I like to focus on the value and
benefit of Distributed Renewable Energy (DRE) technologies for achieving energy access.
To this end, I am also the Research Director at Power for All, an international education
and advocacy campaign focused on DRE. I am from and work primarily in the global
south, so I also bring a unique perspective on challenges and opportunities to working in
these contexts. See https://rael.berkeley.edu/people/shirley-rebekah/

§ I want to learn from and hear about the experience others have had in establishing and
running laboratories focused on impact and application. I want to share my own experience
and challenges both as a researcher and in early stage career development.

§ Beyond access to finance, business model scalability, enabling policy environments,
market data availability etc, I think that a critical overarching need for achieving universal
energy access is the building of local capacity and expertise. To me, this is a criteria for
producing knowledge that is locally appropriate and actionable. My interest is in fostering
capacity through partnership and collaboration.
§ I am a young woman of color in STEM with a sound technical skill set, a broad
international perspective and a clear research focus, in the early stages of an academic
career. I am keen on finding platforms for collaboration and support and am eager to learn
from the experiences of others. First time to Germany!

§ What does the Innovation Laboratory Model really mean? How do you connect to partners
‘on the ground’? How do you fund this type of research? How do you ‘manage’ research?
How do you create successful long term international collaborations? How do you
encourage and measure impact? How do you transition research to entrepreneurship?
How do you translate academia to public and private sector? How do you let local
experience inform the research process? What are some best practice models?
§ I am excited to find and collaborate on projects that focus on appropriate technology and
capacity building. There is so much expertise represented in the room, I am honored to be
a part and expect to learn a lot from discussions on experience.

Michael Sinclair
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Product Manager, Energy Services
Ecobee Inc.
Toronto, Canada
mwjsincl@gmail.com
Solar, energy access entrepreneurship, business planning

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ Before starting my current role at Ecobee, I spent 6 years working as an engineer in the
solar technology sector. I am the former Director of Optical Engineering at Morgan Solar
in Toronto, Canada.

§ I want to discuss my draft report on the challenges facing energy access entrepreneurs
with other people with experience in the field.

§ In 2016, I spent 3 months living off-grid in Malawi, volunteering for the Zayed Solar
Academy (http://www.zayedenergyecologycentre.org), where I:
§ worked on a business plan for a social enterprise to distribute high quality solar
equipment in Malawi
§ developed a solar PV visual inspection procedure for the developing world which
will soon be published by the IEC
§ I have a B.Sc from the University of Waterloo in Mechatronics Engineering and
Management Science
§ I am drafting a report for AE4H on the challenges of energy access entrepreneurship from
the perspective of an entrepreneur from the developed world.
§ Major challenges: customer market awareness, customer willingness to pay
§ Major opportunities: business model innovation, mobile phones and telecommunication
infrastructure, decreasing cost of distributed energy hardware

§ I would like to participate in a discussion on actions that could be taken to mitigate the
challenges that have been identified and foster more entrepreneurship in the industry. With
these ideas I would like to complete and distribute my report to the AE4H members and
beyond.
§ I am now employed outside the energy access industry, but this issue is close to my heart
so I am looking for ways to stay engaged.

Robert Stoner
Deputy Director for Science & Technology and Director of the MIT Tata Center for Technology & Design
Massachusetts Institute for Technology and Design
Cambridge, Massachusetts
stoner@mit.edu
Design for resource constrained settings, energy policy and technology, Africa, India
What I bring to the meeting…
§ Robert Stoner is the Deputy Director for Science and Technology of the MIT Energy
Initiative, and Founding Director of the Tata Center for Technology and Design. He
currently serves on the Science and Technology Committee of the Alliance for Sustainable
Energy which oversees the National Renewable Energy Lab, and is member of the board
of directors of the Tata Center at IIT-Bombay. His current research interests include
energy technology and policy for developing countries, and design for resource
constrained settings.
§ Dr. Stoner has worked extensively in academia and industry throughout his career. He is
the inventor of numerous optical measurement and computational techniques, and has
built and managed successful technology startups in the semiconductor, IT and optics
industries. From 2007 through 2009 he lived and worked in Africa and India while serving
in a variety of senior roles within the Clinton Foundation.
§ He earned his Bachelor’s degree in engineering physics from Queen’s University, and his
Ph.D. from Brown University in condensed matter physics.

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

Isabelle J. Südmeyer
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Manager of National Research Program
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
Karlsruhe, Germany
Isabelle.Suedmeyer@kit.edu
Research management, storage integration, grid integration

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ My primary role at Karlsruhe Institute of Technology is to manage and coordinate the
national research program “Storage and Cross-linked Infrastructures (SCI)”, which has
been established after the energy transition and started in 2015.

§ I am interested in ideas for collaborations, new projects and proposals, at which KIT could
participate and/or support.

§ In the frame of my managing the SCI program I set up a national, European and
international network in the area of future energy systems, especially storage integration,
decentral grid systems. With my expertise and experience in coordinating successful
proposals on national, European and international level, I like to support the initiative, e.g.
in proposal writing, looking out for adequate calls, potential partners
§ I supported Nigel with the blueprint for chapter, by interviewing experts in this field.
§ I will try to support project proposal writing and thinking in terms of management,
collaboration, research platforms, and seeking additional partners. I can help develop
them into funding proposals if there are plans to develop written outputs that capture key
themes of discussions.

§ I am looking forward to meeting people with experience in energy poverty projects in order
to learn from their experience.
§ I would like to learn more, why some energy poverty projects were successful, and why
others were not. What is needed, what can we learn from other projects, what needs to be
considered?

Orestis Terzidis
Professor, Entrepreneurship & Technology Management
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology
Karlsruhe, Germany
orestis.terzidis@kit.edu
Digitization of energy industry, sustainable energy systems, energy start-ups
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ A physicist by education with strong professional experience in the IT industry (SAP) and
the development of information systems for the future energy sector. Sustainable energy
systems have been in my sphere of interest for more than one decade
.
§ In particular, I am the head of a think tank and working group of the German Association of
Industries dealing with the ‘Internet of Energy’.

§ I want to learn more about the current state of the art, ideas and visions of researchers and
entrepreneurs from their concrete first experiences and cases in the field. I want to connect
with people that combine scientific and technical concepts with a drive for change.
§ The main objectives of the meeting should be to network, share thoughts and ideas, but – if
possible – also create some lines of action, e.g. define technology and design challenges
for the field.

§ Among others, I am doing research on energy start-ups and their business models.
§ In my view, major challenges and obstacles to scaling in the energy access sector are
around: specific technological solutions adapted to less developed environments,
financing and business models, knowledge and acceptance of challenges for potential
users.
§ There are major areas of opportunity and innovation in the energy access sector: from an
ecological point of view, economic development and access to energy in particular can be
achieved at an acceptable environmental cost. From an economic point of view, a huge
untapped potential of economic development can be unlocked.

§ As outputs by the end of the meeting, I could imagine a set of (say three) challenges that
we could post to the community (researchers, start-ups and industrial partners).
§ I can see myself collaborating on projects that stimulate innovation and entrepreneurship in
the field, as well as related research on the topics of interest.

Taha Selim Ustun
Assistant Professor
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Carnegie Mellon University
Pittsburgh, United States
ustun@cmu.edu
Renewable energy deployment, control and protection of smartgrids, electric vehicle migration

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am a faculty member in Electrical and Computer Engineering, Carnegie Mellon
University. My research interests include new age power system, high penetration of
Renewable Energy and innovative electrification schemes.

§ Power Systems Research Area is an interface of many different fields. Being an expert in
one field is not sufficient to see the full picture. In that sense, I'd like to learn more about
policy making and business planning side of things. Also, researchers working on different
aspects of smartgrids

§ My recent work looks at different aspects of novel energy systems. My past research work
spans a wide area from game development for increasing energy-awareness to
developing standard communication interfaces between road-side units and electrical
vehicles for smart charging.
§ Fossil fuel based energy sector is still unbeatable due to vested interests, policy making
and inherent limits associated with renewable energy
§ Energy sector is at a cross roads, similar to that of telecom sector a couple decades ago.
If telephones became smarter and are used for many different tasks, energy infrastructure
can go a similar evolution

§ To identify the underlying issues of energy poverty and slow migration to clean energy
§ Specific solutions in terms of prototyping, algorithm and system development
§ Almost anything that relates to smartgrids and/or renewable energy deployment. Due to
highly collaborative nature of recent research projects, I can take part as a
technology/power system expert and complement larger projects.

Eric Verploegen
Off-Grid Energy Specialist
MIT D-Lab
Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA
ericv@mit.edu
Needs assessment, technology evaluation, program design
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I have a background in materials science and chemical engineering. Prior to D-Lab, I
worked as a researcher developing materials for solar cells and waste remediation
systems for the oil and gas industry.

§ I am interested in learning about the approaches that other participants have use in their
work and their areas of expertise

§ Currently, I lead the Off-Grid Energy Group at D-Lab, which is a development focused
program at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology that supports local innovation
ecosystems through shared learning across MIT’s global network.
§ I am motivated by helping organizations based in off-grid regions identify technologies,
products, and distribution strategies to increase energy access in their communities.
§ My group has developed an open source Energy Needs and Market Opportunity
Assessment Toolkit and aggregated resources relevant to the off-grid energy sector, which
can be found at: https://d-lab.mit.edu/off-grid-energy
§ I think there is an opportunity for increased communication and sharing of best practices to
foster collaboration between disparate stakeholders in the sustainable energy sector.

§ I would like to share and exchange experiences and methodologies with the other
participants, and to identify areas for collaboration.
§ The outputs I would like to see from this meeting are the identification and articulation of
key challenges, best-practices, resources, and recommendations for concrete steps
forward for various stakeholders/audiences in the sector.
§ I would like to connect with people and organizations interested in:
§ Conducting energy needs assessments with the goal of identifying opportunities for
businesses and market-based programs to increase energy access.
§ Collaborating on research projects about determining the efficacy of selected
energy technologies and business models.

Xavier Vallvé
Director
Trama TecnoAmbiental (TTA)
Barcelona, Spain
xavier.vallve@tta.com.es
Rural electrification, sustainable service models, distributed generation, microgrids, practitioners
What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I am director and founding partner at TTA. Since the early days back in the late 80’s I
recognized the value of distributed RE to bring electricity to off grid rural areas. My first
projects in this field were solar electrification of rural homes and farms in remote sites in
Europe where the low energy density demand had made it unfeasible for grid extension.
The motivation from the success of those early experiences came not only because the
energy source was renewable but also because of the immediate positive impact on
people

§ My interest is to learn by sharing field experiences with others that pursue similar objectives
from other backgrounds. The energy needs are very diverse and for each an adequate and
effective technology can be identified and if not ready yet, research can bring it forward.

§ What had worked for rural dwellers in my country could be shared and replicated to help
electrify many other parts of the world. Since then I have been a practitioner of RE based
rural electrification and microgrids. I am an engineer by training and I recognize that these
projects require, to be successful, an interdisciplinary activity.
§ The RE off grid solution does not require particularly difficult technological solutions but
the complexity is because a new paradigm for electrification is developing in a sector with
many actors and high inertia. This general goodwill to pursue sustainable energy for all
may fail if it is not enforced by successful actions on the ground.
§ The challenge of energy access for all is of enormous magnitude and we have reached a
point where joining forces will make a difference in the upcoming years. Many
interdisciplinary skills will have to be integrated into technological solutions

§ For me the meeting should be able to effectively help deliver concrete solutions by sharing
knowledge based on a scientific approach rather than speculation. Also creating project
oriented interdisciplinary and complementary teams.
§ I am interested in analyzing the needs, reviewing “practice as usual” with innovation that
can better satisfy them at lower economic, environmental or social cost.
§ I can collaborate in results oriented projects bridging the gap between research and
academic knowledge and field experience and needs.

Julie Wright
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General Manager
Waterloo Global Science Initiative
Waterloo, ON, Canada
jwright@wgsi.org
Convene, communicate, catalyze, collaborate

What I bring to the meeting…

What I would like to take away from the meeting…

§ I lead the Waterloo Global Science Initiative through its cycle of developing summit
themes, researching the issues, recruiting and convening the experts, positioning their
ideas for a multi-stakeholder audience, fostering further public dialogue around the issues,
and helping to foster new relationships or collaborations that arise from the summit
process.

§ My job is to listen and synthesize. I’d like to better understand the gaps in the marketresearch-market feedback loop, how to accelerate the solution space and how to best
address capacity gaps.

§ My career has focused on communicating complex ideas to broad audiences. For the last
seven years, in my role at Waterloo Global Science Initiative (WGSI), I have led the
organization through its start-up phase to successfully launching its Summit series and
follow-through impact activities. Prior to working at WGSI, I spent 10 years in
communications and public affairs roles for companies, clients, and campaigns in the tech,
cultural and non-profit sectors.
§ Many efforts exist in silo to each other. In the energy sector, it’s easy to get bogged down
in complexity. It’s important to figure out how and why things are connected and to see
who else is working the same space. And it’s equally important to educate other
stakeholder groups on gaps in the knowledge, expertise and capacity.
§ There is a real opportunity right now to invest in entrepreneurs and help them drive change
in the energy market. Where governments can’t be nimble, entrepreneurs can and we
have to find ways to help them thrive.

§ I am interested in learning about and further showcasing what works and digging deeper in
to context – why does it work? Can it be replicated? Is it scalable?
§ I’d like to walk away from the meeting with a few key strategies to pursue longer term.
§ We can provide further fora for bringing heads together around ongoing pursuits.

